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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oregon law requires the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(Commission) to adopt angling regulations annually.  Development of the 
2017 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations takes place in the fourth year 
following the Five-Step Public Process that was used to develop the 2013 
Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations. These proposals developed by staff 
follow the Commission “Interim Year” categories, outlined below and 
were developed in consultation with Department of Justice (DOJ), Oregon 
State Police (OSP), ODFW district staff and key constituent groups. The 
2017 proposals are largely comprised of housekeeping corrections to 
address changes associated with the streamlining and simplification of the 
2016 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations.  
 
The proposed changes to the 2017 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations fit 
into one or more of the following categories: 
• Critical conservation needs 
• Housekeeping and error corrections, simplification 
• Inadvertent restrictions 
• Regulation changes directed by basin plan adoption 
• New or expanded non-controversial angling opportunities including 

actions identified in the 25-Year Angling Enhancement Plan 
Issues 1 and 2 of this summary address adoption of these rules. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

No formal public meetings were held. 

ISSUE 1 
 

RE-ADOPT THE 2016 OREGON SPORT FISHING 
REGULATIONS AS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES, UNIVERSAL 
DATE CHANGES, AND ADOPT THE 2016 TEMPORARY RULES 
ASSOCIATED WITH OREGON SPORTFISHING REGULATIONS 
CORRECTIONS AS PERMANENT RULES FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF 2016. 

ANALYSIS 
 

Staff proposes that the Commission re-adopt the 2016 Oregon Sport 
Fishing Regulations as administrative rule. This allows staff to 
incorporate any pertinent information from the 2016 Oregon Sport 
Fishing Regulations into the 2017 Sport Fishing Regulations.  
Staff proposes that the Commission allow staff to make necessary 
universal date changes for the 2017 Sport Fishing Regulations such as 
dates associated with Free Fishing Weekend and other applicable 
universal dates. 
At the April 22, 2016 meeting in Bandon the Commission adopted a 
temporary rule to correct errors to the 2016 printed regulations. These 
changes have been updated on the online version of the sport fish 
regulations. These changes were necessary to resolve confusion, provide 
appropriate conservation measures, and provide the intended opportunity 
for anglers. These temporary rules provide coverage for enforcement 
through September 23, 2016. However, the regulations identified in the 
temporary rules need to be in effect through December 31, 2016. Staff 
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recommends that the Commission adopt these 2016 temporary rules as 
permanent rules for the remainder of 2016 so that appropriate 
enforcement and opportunity can be maintained. These permanent 
changes will then be incorporated into the 2017 regulations.  
Staff considers these tasks to be non-controversial and therefore have 
consolidated in one draft motion. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Accept the proposed regulation changes.  
2. Modify the proposed regulation changes.  
3. Reject the proposed regulation changes.  
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Accept proposed changes to the printed version of the 2016 rules and 
make universal date changes to the 2017 Oregon Sport Fishing 
Regulations as needed and adopt the 2016 sport fishing temporary rules as 
permanent rules for the remainder of the 2016 calendar year and then 
incorporate these changes into the 2017 Oregon Sport Fishing 
Regulations. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635 Divisions 011, 013, 014, 016, 017, 018, 
019, 021, 023 and 039 as proposed by staff in Attachment 3 and Attachment 
4, and to universally reflect the calendar dates [with the following exceptions 
. . ]. 
 
Attachment 3 in effect upon adoption of these rules and filing with the 
Secretary of State; Attachment 4 in effect January 1, 2017. 
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ISSUE 2 
 

STATEWIDE AND ZONE ANGLING REGULATIONS 
PROPOSED FOR THE 2017 OREGON SPORT FISHING 
REGULATIONS PAMPHLET 

ANALYSIS 
 

The proposed rule changes for the 2017 Oregon Sport Fishing 
Regulations pamphlet are displayed in Attachment 5.  Each proposal has 
been assigned a unique proposal number, describes the current and 
proposed regulation to be modified, the page number where current 
regulation can be located, type of regulation to be modified, the purpose 
of the change, and justification for the change. 
 
In 2016, the Commission adopted a significant number of regulation 
changes due to the regulation simplification and streamlining effort.  As a 
result of these changes, a number of adjustments have been proposed to 
help provide necessary clarification on some of these waterbodies.  
 
Of the 146 proposed rule changes shown in Attachment 5, the majority of 
the proposed changes are housekeeping corrections (73) and 
simplification changes (40). There are sixteen proposals categorized as 
providing a critical conservation need and seventeen considered new non-
controversial fishing opportunities. District staff was specifically asked to 
analyze the current regulations and provide input to further simplify and 
clarify the current angling regulations. 
 
A subset of the regulation modifications are summarized below. 
 
Statewide: 
During the 2016 regulatory process, definitions, general statewide 
regulations, license information, and general restrictions were rewritten 
and reorganized. This resulted in twelve proposals associated with 
housekeeping and simplification to help to further refine statewide 
regulations. For example a further refinement regarding the definition of 
hatchery fish is necessary to include those fish with a fin clip other than 
an adipose fin. Some additional language that was inadvertently removed 
in 2016 is being reinserted in the 2017 regulations to help with Oregon 
State Police Enforcement, and language to better clarify license 
requirements is being proposed.   
 
Northwest Zone: 
There are 29 proposals for the Northwest zone. Ten of these proposals are 
categorized as providing a critical conservation need. Hatchery Chinook 
salmon on spawning grounds have been identified as a critical factor 
limiting the recovery of ESA-listed tule fall Chinook. Moving to a year 
round mark selective fishing creates an action in support of the recovery 
of tules. Proposals establishing year round mark selective fisheries in the 
Klaskanine, John Day, and Lewis and Clark River(s), Gnat, Bear and Big 
Creeks, and Youngs River and Bay will provide conservation protections 
for wild tule fall Chinook. The remaining proposals are to simplify and 
clarify language. 
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Southwest: 
There are 24 proposals for the Southwest zone. The purpose of all but one 
of these proposals is for housekeeping and/or simplification. There is one 
proposal for Ten Mile Lakes categorized as a new-noncontroversial 
angling opportunity in Ten Miles Lakes. This proposal would add the 
wild coho fisheries into a permanent regulation similar to Siltcoos Lake 
and Tahkenitch Lake. These lakes will be managed under the “Lakes 
Complex” federally-approved Fishery Management and Evaluation Plan 
for wild coho.  
 
Willamette Zone: 
There are 38 proposals for the Willamette Zone. Of these, 28 are 
housekeeping corrections and simplification, nine are categorized as new, 
non-controversial angling opportunities, and one is categorize as a critical 
conservation need. These opportunities include the use of bait in the Long 
Tom and Marys River, a bag limit of five trout per day in the Row River 
and Tributaries and the Springfield Mill Race, along with a new trout 
fishing opportunity in Mill Creek. The critical conservation need is that 
wild trout must be released, including brook trout, upstream of Lookout 
Point Reservoir to protect listed bull trout.       
 
Central Zone: 
There are seven proposals for the Central Zone. Of these, six are 
categorized as housekeeping corrections and simplification. These include 
moving the Little Deschutes River under zone regulation management, 
which results in the removal of the bait allowed exception. Another 
proposal helps to clarify that anglers can target bull trout in the Metolius 
River under the catch-and-release regulations. One proposal was 
categorized as a critical conservation need for Lake Billy Chinook, that all 
bull trout caught outside of the trout bag limit must be immediately 
released unharmed. The Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
Reservation of Oregon, have expressed concern regarding enforcement 
issues and conservation of wild steelhead in the section of the lower 
Deschutes River that borders the reservation. To alleviate these concerns 
the seasonal regulations for trout and hatchery steelhead are being 
proposed to revert back to an April 22 to December 31 season.    
 
Northeast Zone: 
There are ten proposals for the Northeast zone. Of these, nine are 
categorized as housekeeping or simplification.  Four of these help to 
resolve confusion over trout seasons on the Grande Ronde, Imnaha, and 
Wallowa River(s) and in Big Sheep Creek. There is one proposal that 
provided a new non-controversial fishing opportunity in Butter Creek and 
tributaries to allow the use of bait.  
 
Southeast Zone: 
There are twelve proposals for the Southeast zone. Of these, five are 
categorized as housekeeping corrections or simplification. There are six 
that are new non-controversial fishing opportunities including the creation 
of a new trophy trout opportunity in Twin Lakes (Wallowa Mountains) 
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and in Willow, Whitehorse, and Little Whitehorse Creek(s) that were 
previously closed due to wildfires that had burned these watersheds. The 
upper Williamson River from Kirk Road Bridge to the headwaters is 
being proposed to open from April 22 to October 31 to increase angler 
opportunity in this segment of the river.  
 
 
Snake River Zone: 
There was one proposal submitted in the Snake River Zone categorized as 
a simplification change that better defines the boundary of Brownlee 
Reservoir and the Upper Snake River.  
 
Columbia River Zone: 
For the Columbia River zone there were six simplification proposals 
submitted. These proposals were all for Herman Creek helping to clearly 
define the three separate areas that are open for fishing. The previous 
regulations were very confusing. A new map has also been developed to 
better clarify the fishing areas.  
 
Marine Zone: 
For the Marine zone there were five housekeeping proposals submitted 
updating website information for the new Marine Reserves website. 
 
In closing, as staff continues to further synthesize the regulations into the 
new layout with the new publisher there may be changes that are currently 
unknown to address clarity and consistency. Staff proposes that the 
Commission authorize staff to make minor formatting changes, to correct 
spelling or grammar errors, address inadvertent inconsistencies and to 
improve the overall readability as needed. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Accept the proposed regulation changes.  
2. Modify the proposed regulation changes.  
3. Reject the proposed regulation changes.  
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Accept the proposed regulation changes as recommended by staff. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to adopt the 2017 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations as proposed by 
staff in Attachment 5 and authorize staff to make formatting changes, to 
correct spelling or grammar errors, address inadvertent inconsistencies, and 
improve readability. 
 
January 1, 2017 
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